
NASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Minutes – ordinary monthly meeting of Nassington Parish Council  

Wednesday 10th June 2026 at 7.00 pm in Nassington Village Hall 
 

26.2730. Attendance 

Present: Cllr Matt Blakeley, Cllr Elliott Clark (chair), Cllr Alain Kingsley, Cllr Charlotte Lemmon, and Cllr Andy 
Russell. Apologies received from Marcus Hurcombe that he may be later or absent due to personal 
circumstances.  Officer present: The clerk. There were a number of members of the public in attendance. 

Apologies also received from North Northamptonshire Council Ward Cllr Simon Fairhall. 

26.2731. Declaration of interests.  

Dispensations were agreed for all members of the council who are also members of the cricket club, for 
members with association/governorship with the school, preschool, and for members with association with 
the church. The council has previously acknowledged that associations with and membership of other 
organisations might on occasion be pecuniary or registerable under the council’s code of conduct but felt 
those to be incidental to the member’s council role rather than of pecuniary advantage or disadvantage to 
the member, that the roles would not conflict, and that members would put their statutory duty to act in the 
best interest of the council as duly appointed members of the council as priority in any decision-making 
process.  

It was noted that Cllr Marcus Hurcombe would have a pecuniary interest in agenda item 12d regarding food 
vendors at the playing field. 

26.2732. Questions or address from members of the public:  

• It was reported that a tree had fallen from a garden, across the village green path and caught a couple of 
trees, likely elders, on the west edge of the path.  The fallen tree had been cleared. It was agreed that 
councillors would look at the trees in question, on the village green path, and should it be deemed 
necessary to act before the next meeting, the matter would be dealt with under delegation arrangements 

• Most people were in attendance for a planning matter. 

26.2733. Co-option of new members to the parish council. 

No candidates have come forward.  The chairman reiterated to those in attendance that the council is keen 
to recruit interested parties. 

26.2734. Planning and licencing applications:  

a) 26/01147/PIP|Permission in principle for the development of 4-9 dwellings.|Land Adjacent 7 
Fotheringhay Road Nassington PE8 6QU.   
As this is a Planning in Principle application, matters that can be considered by the local authority are 
confined to location, land use, and the amount of development.  The chairman invited input from 
members of the public present at the meeting to help inform the council in its deliberations.  A number of 
points were raised and well made concerning wider issues and people present undertook to forward 
photos for council reference.   
It was agreed that the parish council would submit an objection to the application on the following basis: 

• Location:  The site is outside the settlement boundary.  The principle of a settlement boundary has 
been visited in the emerging Nassington Neighbourhood Development Plan and was included in the 
regulation 14 consultation stage, demonstrating that it has wide community support within the 
parish. 

• Location/Amount: The Nene Way/PRoW NM28 runs through the centre of the site.  This would 
prevent appropriate development on the site without compromising a key regional asset in the 
significant long-distance footpath. 

• Location:  Flooding.  The area is clearly designated as high risk in EA ‘Risk of Flooding from Surface 
Water’ flood maps and at the very edge of flood zones 2 and 3.  Local knowledge advises that the 
river has reached higher than shown on the mapping data.  
The area has been known to be underwater on occasion.  With increasing frequencies of high 
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rainfall, the vicinity suffers from a combination of high run off and poor highway drainage – the area 
has flooded on a number of occasions in the past 10 years.   Reduction of surface drainage would 
render the built environment susceptible to flooding. 

• Location/amount:  The site contains visible, historic Ridge and Furrow earthworks. While 
unregistered, these remnants form part of Nassington's historic agricultural setting and represent a 
Non-Designated Heritage Asset. Under national policy, the impact of a development on the 
significance of an NDHA must be weighed in the planning balance. Because these earthworks cover 
the entirety of the plot, accommodating the amount of development proposed would require the 
wholesale destruction of this heritage asset. The applicant cannot physically lay out the proposed 
density of housing while preserving or sympathetically incorporating these historic features, 
demonstrating that the proposed amount of development is fundamentally inappropriate for this 
location. 

• Location/amount:  The space legally required to protect the wildlife, enhance the area to comply 
with BNG, and protect the ridge and furrow means the requested number of houses simply will not 
fit without violating national planning laws. 

b)  26/00982/HFUL| Proposed first floor extension and internal alterations|12 Station Road Nassington 
PE8 6QB.  It was RESOLVED that the council has no objections or further comment to make. 

26.2735. Planning and Development policies:  

a) Local plan scoping consultation.  It was agreed that these matters would be given further 
consideration at a working party prior to the closing date of the consultation, when further support by 
means of the NNC LP scoping consultation training/information workshop can assist in the process of 
matters to be considered. 
b) EV charge points consultation: Following extensive consideration of the various matters, it was 
concluded that there is indeed a potential need for EV charging points due to the changing use of cars 
requiring charging, but the sites put forward in the consultation paper were likely to create safety issues 
and compound existing parking challenges.  An alternative solution could be the availability of charging 
points on private land, including people’s drives, and those of established businesses as well as the parish 
council’s car park.  The council will respond accordingly. 

c) Neighbourhood plan: The quotes for SEA/HER in response to the regulation 14 consultation were 
discussed.  Due to the sums involved, this will be brought to the July meeting for further discussion and 
re-allocation of budgets. 

26.2736. Carried forward from Annual Meeting: It was RESOLVED to maintain adoption of the following 
recommended protocol and policies: 

• Standing orders (based on NALC model) 

• Scheme of delegation 

• Code of conduct 

• Co-option policy 

• Biodiversity policy  

• Other policies on website: https://www.nassington-pc.gov.uk/accounts-and-audit/  

26.2737. Carried forward from Annual Meeting: It was RESOLVED to approve updated policies which had 
been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

• Financial regulations (based on NALC model).   

• Internal control document, to demonstrate that the council has made proper arrangements and 
accepted responsibility for safeguarding public money, as required by section 2 of the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 

• Financial risk assessment, to demonstrate that the council has considered and documented the 
financial and other risks and dealt with them, as required by section 2 of the Annual Governance 
and Accountability Return (AGAR)  
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26.2738. Governance: 

a) It was agreed to carry over discussions re communications / strategic planning and engagement to  a 
working party meeting, with any decisions carried out in accordance with delegation policy 
b) Details of the accounts position as far as payments to or on behalf of the Joint burial committee 
accounts had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  It was noted that Nassington had paid invoices 
on behalf of the board/committee during the period that it was without a formal clerk or functioning 
committee, as well as the de-facto precept donation and owed just £95.  
c) The opportunity to attend play equipment inspection training could not be taken advantage of by any 
councillors. 

26.2739. Community / Projects:  

a) Nassington Nature: A budget of £200 was agreed to produce information leaflets to support wildlife 
friendly gardening for the upcoming Open Gardens and the Annual Garden Show in August. 
b) The Remembering Remembrance project has been a great success and is progressing very well.  A 
request for further supplies had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  It was agreed to purchase the 
crafting materials.  The council is in agreement to grant a licence for use of the village green for a display 
and the clerk will send details of who else to contact regarding the highways areas on which displays 
would be intended.  The matter of siting plastic poppies requires further clarification and will be brought 
to the July meeting for further discussion.    
c) History Group.  Proposals outlined in a paper received from the people involved in the Nassington 
History Group were agreed 
d) Community Speedwatch:  The council will not participate in the newly launched community 
speedwatch, unless there is a groundswell of volunteers looking to take part.   

26.2740. Playing field  

a) No further details regarding the preschool’s request to modestly expand the outdoor area at the 
preschool had been received. 
b) The RoSPA report had not yet been received.  It would be circulated on receipt.  The clerk was asked 
to investigate grass cutting at the play area to pre-empt comment on the report. 
c) A meeting with the cricket club was expected to take place later the same week. 
d) Request for food vendor pitch to coincide with Friday evening cricket training.  An email requesting 
siting of a mobile food outlet at the playing field had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  It was 
concluded that the council is favourable of the proposal in principle, but must investigate the mechanics 
and legalities of the licensing of such an arrangement.  It was agreed that the decision to proceed can be 
made under officer delegated powers, in discussion with members, once all facts have been investigated 
and the council is clear about its potential vulnerabilities and responsibilities. 

25.2511. Maintenance and Services: There were no items tabled for discussion. 

26.2741. Financial matters: 

a) It was RESOLVED to approve invoices / accounts for payment or paid under delegated authority, and 
note income as listed below 

Goods/service Supplier Nett Gross  

N&Y JBC precept grant N&Y JBC  95.00   

Grounds works Plough environmental   380.00    

Pest Control MozzyMak 240.00  288.00    

Insurance Premium Clear Councils  1065.61   

Noticeboard - NassingtonNature GreenBarnes 588.26 705.92 

Allotment water Anglian Water/Wave  27.36   

Paid by card    

Mobile phone  Lebara  4.08 4.90    

Landline contract Vonage 8.54   10.25    
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Website resources €132 Calameo  114.60   

SOs/DDs/contractual    

Streetlighting electricity SSE  91.49   96.06   

Payroll bureau DCK Payroll services  15.00   18.00 

Salary etc   1,181.12    

Income (May)    

Precept NNC   66,628.00 

Interest    263.05  

b) The year end accounts to 31st May 2026 had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  It was 
RESOLVED to approve accounts at 31st May 2026 as follows:  
 

 ledger balance current account 7,602.15 
 Tailored reserve 86,735.61 
 Nationwide 95 day saver 97,124.59 

Uncleared cash receipts 25.00 
 Hinckley & Rugby BS 10,000.00 
 Total cash:   201,487.35 
 Per cash book  
 Balance b/f  144,760.85 
 Add receipts for year  67,220.34 
 less payments for the year 10,493.84 
 Balance c/f:   201,487.35 

26.2742. Official announcements, notices or reports / Correspondence / representations of note:  

• NNC online workshop covering event requirements and management. 

• Road closure. 

• Duke of Edinburgh request. 

• Request for trustees – Age UK. 

• ACRE newsletter. 

• Shire connect correspondence. 

26.2743. Newsletter / Social Media / community communications  

• LP consultation and EV consultation. 

• Road closure. 

• Reporting highways problems via HORT 

• Request for trustees – Age UK. 

• Landline switch off 

• Shire connect and other bus services. 

26.2744. Matters to note – not for decision. Future agenda items / matters to be carried forward –  

No information was forthcoming for future agendas. 

26.2745. It was RESOLVED under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude members of 
the public present from the following agenda item as content could be prejudicial to the public interest. 

26.2746. Some residents had been in touch to ask for the council’s support regarding a situation where 
suspected trade waste is transported to a site within proximity to several residential areas of the village and 
from time to time burnt, over a period of days. Correspondence between the council and the residents over 
the past six months had been shared to alert councillors as to the advice the clerk had shared.     

The meeting concurred that the council is stymied in its ability to take action as it has no power to do so, but 
it would make representation to the local authority about the matters. 

26.2747. It was agreed to adjust the clerk’s hours to 52.142 per month (the equivalent to 12 per week) 
and salary point 27, which will be adjusted when the NJC pay settlement is complete. 
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 8TH JULY 2026 

Approved by Nassington Parish Council:                                    

Signature of Chairman    Date:  

 


